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WE ARE HERE TO SERVE — NOT TO BE SERVED

WORSHIP

BLESSED TO BE A BLESSING
This comes from a daily reading I receive from the writings of Henri Nouwen, a
Catholic priest, writer, theologian, and a leading voice in spiritual formation for
many years. It is a timely word for our world today.

Series

“It is remarkable how easy it is to bless others, to speak good things to and
about them, to call forth their beauty and truth, when you yourself are in touch
with your own blessedness. The blessed one always blesses. And people want
to be blessed! This is so apparent wherever you go. No one is brought to life
through curses, gossip, accusations, or blaming. There is so much taking place
around us all the time. And it calls forth only darkness, destruction, and death.
As the “blessed ones,” we can walk through this world and offer blessings. It
doesn’t require much effort. It flows naturally from our hearts. When we hear
within ourselves the voice (of God) calling us by name and blessing us, the
darkness no longer distracts us. The voice that calls us the Beloved will give us
words to bless others and reveal to them that they are no less blessed than
we.”
(CONT’D ON PAGE 2)
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Our words have the power to speak life or to speak curses. We choose each
day how to use those words. Jesus, the Word made flesh, used his words to
speak blessing, bring healing, restore life, and to bring light to a dark world.
He invites us to do the same. Friends, we have been blessed to be a blessing.
Let’s be known for that! Grace & peace, Jim

INFORMATION
MAY PRAYER CALENDAR
Prayer
Focus
1
Encouraging
others

2
No distance in
prayer

3
Make room for
God

4
God’s way is
Better

5
Promise of
Peace

6
God’s word
gives rest

7
God’s plan
for us

Proverbs 22:6
8

Matt. 18:20
9
Seeking God

Jeremiah 4:14
10
Search for
ways to help

Proverbs 1:10
11
Share your joy

Philippians 4:7
12
Unburden from
past events

Romans 12:2
13
Challenges of
discipleship

Jer. 29:11
14
Living by
faith

Isaiah 53:5
16
Comfort of the
Holy Spirit

Deut. 15:10
17
We are chosen

Romans 12:15
18
God’s beauty
surrounds us

Isaiah 43:18
19
Trust God’s
direction

Luke 10:3
20
Love your
neighbor

Psalm 116:7
21
Trust God’s
promises

1 Peter 2:9
24
Practice
gratitude

Psalm 19:1
25
Faith in Prayer

Isaiah 30:21
26
Focus on God

Matthew 22:39
27
Grief and
worship

Psalm 91:14
28
God is on
your side

Prov. 20:18
29
Seek God first

John 16:7
23
Following
God’s
commands
John 14:23
30
Eternal words

Psalm 3:3
31
Trade problems
for peace

Mark 11:24

Matthew 6:33

Job 1:20

1 Sam. 17:37

Psalm 118:24

Mark 13:31

1 Peter 5:10

15
Sharing
Jesus’s
ministry
Isaiah 40:3
22
Asking for
help

DISCOVER FIRST
Interested in learning more about Perrysburg First
Church? ‘Discover First’ is an opportunity to meet
new people (including some of our staff), learn a
little more about Perrysburg First Church, and
experience a safe place to ask questions about faith,
the church, and the ministries available. Childcare
will be provided.
‘Discover First’ will meet in the Multi-Purpose Room after Sunday morning
worship on May 22nd from 11:30am – 12:30pm. A light lunch will be provided.
We hope you will join us!

CHURCH UPDATES
•

The 2022 Church Directory is complete and copies are available at the
Welcome Desk in the Lower Narthex or in the office during the week. Please
contact the office to make other arrangements.

•

The last night of Team Kid and Youth Group before summer break will be
May 11th. We will meet 6-7:30pm. Thank you to all who have provided
meals this year!

EVENTS
UPCOMING PRIME TIMERS LUNCHEONS
What gets you moving and
grooving? It may be a cup of
coffee,
for
others
it’s
chocolate, ice cream, or
perhaps pizza. What would
you classify as the “spice of
your life”? Are YOU the spice
in someone’s life? Join with
your friends on Tuesday, May
10th and we will investigate
the
answers
to
these
questions!
‘Let the Sun Shine’! Let’s gather on Monday, June 6th at noon,
hopefully on the patio! If the weather does not cooperate, we will
be in the Multi-Purpose Room as usual. More details to come in the
June edition of The Chimes!

SECOND SUNDAYS ARE BACK!
If you loved Second Sundays on the Patio like we did last year, then you are in
luck! Mark your calendars for the 2022 dates:

June 12
July 10
August 14
September 11
Each day a meal or snack will be served on the patio after the 10:15am
service. If weather does not cooperate, we will meet in Fellowship Hall.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL!
WHEN: July 10th - July 13th
TIME: 6 - 8:15pm
AGES: Preschool ages 3-5
(must be potty trained)
and K-5th grade
(Cost and registration details
coming soon)

MINISTRY PARTNERS NEEDED! In order for VBS to be a safe environment for
children to participate in learning about God’s word and the love of Jesus, WE
NEED ADULTS AND YOUTH to make that happen!! Please contact Pastor Jodi or
the church office. More opportunities to sign-up are coming soon!
We are partnering with Grace Church to make VBS decorations that will be
shared by both churches this year. If you are interested in participating in
making the decorations, please join us at 10am on May 14th at Grace Church.
We look forward to creating together!

CHURCH FAMILY
A NOTE FROM MELISSA
Thank you so much to everyone who passed along cards, gifts,
kind words, and well wishes in my final days/weeks as
Administrative Assistant of Perrysburg First. A special thank you
to our PSPRC Team for the special gift and reception after
church on April 24th, and to Jim and Jodi for making my last
week so enjoyable. You sure know how to make someone feel
special and appreciated!
This time is definitely bittersweet for me as I will miss working with Jim and
Jodi daily and the rest of the staff on a regular basis and the interaction with
the congregation, but I am also excited to go back to school and learn
something new. Fortunately I will still get to see everyone on a regular basis at
church as a member.
Perrysburg First is so blessed to have found Betsy as our new Administrative
Assistant. She is friendly, kind, intelligent, and hard-working; I am confident
that the church is in good hands going forward. Please welcome her warmly
and remember to be patient as she gets to know everyone!
THANK YOU FROM PASTOR JODI
Thank you to all who helped make the Easter Egg Hunt a great success; candy
donations, egg hiding, setting up and manning treat tables, and the fun, faithfilled skit! The church was filled with the laughter of kiddos having a blast and
learning that Jesus is alive!
PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION
There are some spots left for the 2022-23 preschool year beginning in the fall.
If you or someone you know is interested in having their child attend,
please
contact
Sharron
Waclawski,
Preschool
Administrator,
at
preschool@perrysburgfirst.church or 419-874-9318.
FAMILY MINISTRY UPDATE
MAY CHILDREN’S CHURCH CURRICULUM:
Theme:

Monthly Memory Verse:

Monthly Overview: The connection between resilience and god’s character.

God is strong and faithful, always working in our lives. We might get knocked
down from time to time, but when we put our trust in God, we find the
strength we need to get back up again. Jesus showed us how to face life with
resilience. No matter what happened, Jesus relied on God to help Him
accomplish the mission set before Him. Because of Jesus, we can trust God no
matter what. We can bounce back from whatever knocks us down and
complete the mission God has for us.
Bottom Line 1: God is always with you.
Bottom Line 2: Keep going even when life gets hard.
Bottom Line 3: You can choose joy when life gets hard.
Bottom Line 4: Trusting God can help you get back up.
Bottom Line 5: Keep going because of what Jesus did for you.

MAY NURSERY/PRESCHOOL CURRICULUM THEME:
Monthly Overview: Preschoolers will ask
questions countless times as they get to
know the world around them. It’s like they’re
beginning a lifelong Scavenger Hunt. This is
the perfect opportunity for us to not only tell
them what they are looking at but Who made
it as well. That’s why we are going to add
another question to their inquisitive minds.
Who made everything? Who made the red
ladybug? Who made the grey rocks? The
white clouds? The blue bird? We want
preschoolers to know that God made everything. We want them to think of
God as they explore and get to know this wonderful, colorful world we live in.
And even more, we want them to know that the same God who made
everything made them and loves them.
Story Focus Week 1: On days one and two, God made the light and dark
and sky and water.
Story Focus Week 2: On days three and four, God made the land, plants,
sea, sun, moon, and stars.
Story Focus Week 3: On day five, God made birds and fish.
Story Focus Week 4: On day six, God made animals and people.

Story Focus Week 5: God looked at everything He made. Then, He
rested.
TEAM KID/YOUTH GROUP
The last night of Team Kid and Youth Group before summer break will be May
11th. We will meet 6-7:30pm. Thank you to all who have provided meals this
year!
CHILDREN’S CHURCH/NURSERY
THANK YOU to those who have decided to partner in the ministry of sharing
God’s Word with future generations. Your commitment to family ministry is
Kingdom building work!
TROOP 219 SPOTLIGHT
The ladies of Troop 219 have completed Camp Alaska and attended the Swan
Creek Spring Camporee.
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SERVE
THEME TEAM, DREAM TEAM?!
Are you crafty, creative, or enjoy decorating? Join our ‘Theme Team’ to dream,
create, and decorate our Family Ministry areas! We would love for you to share
your creativity by providing an engaging environment for our families.
If interested, please contact the church office.
PERRYSBURG FIRST AND PCU
The churches of PCU are asked to contribute specific items to the food bank
each month. For the month of May, we are asked to donate May. For June,
donations of soup would be appreciated. Thank you for your continued support
of PCU!
Consider letting a Stephen Minister help you. A Stephen Minister is a member of
our congregation who is trained to listen, care, encourage, pray, and walk
alongside you in difficult times. It’s confidential and free. To learn more or talk
with a Stephen Leader, contact Dalynn T. Badenhop (419.461.0451 or
dtbadenhop@gmail.com).

Donations may be made online at www.perrysburgfirst.church under ‘Give’.
The submission deadline for the
next Chimes newsletter is the 25th
of the month.
200 W. Second St.
Perrysburg, OH 43551
office@perrysburgfirst.church

Church Office Hours
Monday - Friday: 9am - 2pm
Office: 419-874-1911
office@perrysburgfirst.church
There is always a chance we could be out of the
office, so we encourage you to call ahead
before stopping by.

